
SPIRITUAL WARFARE.   PT. III
All Scriptures Are From The King James Bible

Satan: His Methods
1. “Finally, my brethren, be ______ __ ___ ____ and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  Eph 6:10-11

Wile: A trick or stratagem intended to ensnare or deceive.
 (Gr: methodia, which means “methods”. 

2. The same word is used in Eph 4:14 and translated as “cunning craftiness;” that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every ____ __ ________, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting.”

The wiles of the devil are lies, false doctrines, false religions, and false teachings.

3. Satan is a clever deceiver. He disguises himself as an angel of light and his workers as ministers of God. “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder!  For Satan himself __________ himself into an angel of light.”  2 Cor 11:13-14

In the Old Testament Satan deceived Israel into worshipping idols and turning their backs on the true God. In the New Testament he deceived Israel into murdering their Messiah. One day he will deceive Israel into thinking the Antichrist is Christ.

4. Satan is a liar and the father of lies “… there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own _________, for he is a liar and the father of it”.  Jn 8:44b

5. Satan moves in the world to prevent the Word of God from reaching men’s hearts. “The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their ears, lest they should _______ ___ __ _____.” Lk 8:11b-12

6. Satan wants to create doubt in the minds of believers. “… Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.  “Then the serpent said to the woman, You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will __ ____ ___, knowing good and evil.” Gen 3:1b-5

7. To persecute them: “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. __ ________ until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”   Rev 2:10

8. To hinder them: “Therefore we wanted to come to you-even I, Paul, time and again-but Satan hindered us.” I Thess 2:18

9. Infiltrate the church with tares: (See Matt 13:24-30) “…And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the ____ __ ___ ______ ___. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.” Matt 13:36b-39


Old Testament has many true-life stories of battles and warfare both natural and spiritual. They are for our instruction and admonition.

The New Testament uses the words “war” and “warfare” only a few times. (Gr: stratos -war/warfare) is only used five times and NEVER ONCE in connection with the devil.

10. “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down __________, casting down _________ and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ…”.
II Cor 10:3-5. 

 Here “war and warfare” denote “mental bondages that must be pulled down.

11. “This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered _________ …”  I Tim 1:18-19

Warfare is used in connection with the prophetic utterance that was spoken over Timothy. Timothy is being admonished to remember what was spoken and fight a good fight. Or in Paul’s way of speaking “wage a good warfare”.

12. “No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.”
II Tim 2:4.

Warfare is used to remind Timothy to keep his mind clear, committed to God and let nothing divide his loyalty.

13. “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?”
Js 4:1

The word war, describes the flesh, not the devil. James says that “spiritual warfare” is primarily concerned with “fleshly lusts”.

14. “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, _______ from fleshly lusts which war against the soul…” I Pet 2:11

Peter describes the battle against “fleshly lusts” as “war against the soul”. This is the flesh’s attempt to conquer and subdue the mind.

Therefore the New Testament usage of “war” and “warfare” primarily is concerned with conquering the flesh and subduing the mind.

The devil attacks the mind and tries to get the flesh to work against us, but we are to be spiritually minded. If we keep our minds and flesh under control of the Holy Spirit, Satan will have nothing to work with. Many have fallen because they have left open, some area of their lives. Satan and his minions have no power over a believer unless they can find an entrance into the believers mind.

The Holy Spirit will convict us and urge us to repent before a “stronghold” can be built in our minds. IT IS UP TO US TO CLOSE AND LOCK THESE DOORS!!!

The enemy will do all they can to buffet and hinder us, just as they did to the Apostle Paul.

[bookmark: _GoBack]15. “And lest I should be _______ above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me…”  II Cor 12:7   (I Thess 2:18) Remember: They cannot destroy you or me unless there is something already wrong in us to which they can latch hold and twist to our destruction.

Human (fleshly) tendency is to blame personal failure on someone else or on an external circumstance beyond our control. Shifting blame is as old as the Garden of Eden.

16. “Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.”   Gen 3:12

Ultimately, you are responsible for your own failure or success in obeying God. For the enemy to be effective in attacking, you had to cooperate in some way- either through ignorance, deliberate cooperation, or through negligence by refusing to deal with some unseen, private area of your life.

For example:
Financial -Were you irresponsible in not paying your bills, spending beyond your income?
Marriage- Do you speak disrespectfully to your spouse? Have you failed to make your marriage a priority? Do you set aside quality time for you and your spouse?
Sickness- Do you abuse your body by eating wrong, over-working, failing to exercise?

If the answer is yes to any of these things, then you have opened the door for the enemy to come in.  Repent, and begin to do the things needed to shut those doors!

17. “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you“. 
Ja 4:7-8 


Answers:
1. Strong in the Lord
2. Wind of doctrine
3. Transforms
4. Resources
5. Believe and be saved
6. Be like God
7. Be faithful
9. Sons of the wicked one
10. Strongholds/Arguments
11. Shipwreck
14. Abstain 
15. Exalted






 

