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Ephesians 6:14b

“… having put on the breastplate of righteousness…”  

What does that mean? Christ is the ground of your righteous standing before God, your acceptance before Him. If you have the breastplate of righteousness on, you can rest secure that your heart and your emotions are perfectly guarded and adequately protected against attack.

Too many Christians lack self-assurance; they feel unworthy of God. They feel they are a failure in the Christian life and that God, therefore, is certain to reject them. That He is no longer interested in them. Christians are so aware of their failures and shortcomings. Growth has been so slow. The first joy of faith has faded, and they feel God is angry with them or that He is distant. There is a constant sense of guilt. Their conscience is always stabbing them, making them unhappy and miserable. They feel God blames them.

NOTE: This is simply a satanic attack, a means of opposing and destroying what God intends to do!

How do you answer an attack like that? Remember you have put on the breastplate of righteousness. In other words, you do not stand on your own merits! You never did. You came on His merits. You came on the ground of His imputed righteousness that which He gives to you. You began your Christian life like that, and there is no change now.  You are still on that basis.

1. “There is therefore now __ ____________ to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”   Rom 8:1

You’re believing a lie when you believe God is angry and rejects you.
2. “For I __ _________ that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor thing present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom 8:38-39

Go back and read Eph 1:1-14 and note all the times we read, “in Christ, in Him, in the Beloved,” etc. 

3. “For by grace you have been _____  _______ _____, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  Eph 2:8-9

4. “For we are His ___________, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Eph 2:10

“Who can separate…?) This does not mean that God puts His hand on the things we know are wrong in our lives and says, “those things don’t matter, don’t worry about them.” It means He deals with us as a father, in love and patient discipline; as a father not as a judge. 

Paul used the breastplate of righteousness when he was under pressure, Knowing his history with the Church he writes:

5. “For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” 1Cor 15:9

How easy to say “what’s the use in doing all I can for these people. Look at the blessing God has brought them. Yet they don’t care. They still throw recriminations at me. Why try anymore?” But that is not what he does. The very next verse says”

6. “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”  1Cor 15:10

That is using the breastplate of righteousness. “I don’t care what I have been. I don’t defend what I am. I simply say that, by the grace of God, I am what I am, what I am, is what Christ made me!”

Both Isaiah and Paul refer to righteousness as a weapon:

7. “For He put on righteousness as a breastplate…” Is 59:17a

8. “By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left….” 2Cor 6:7

When you understand God has freely imparted righteousness to you and this God given righteousness serves you as a gorgeous breastplate it will affect your attitude both positively and profoundly; because an attitude of righteousness imparts both confidence and tremendous authority. Some might take your new found boldness the wrong way. They won’t understand that you are just a Christian who has recently learned that you are:

9. “For He made Him who ____ __ ___ to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”   2Cor 5:21

Your mental attitude has everything to do with how well you perform in the midst of a fight.

If you are mentally and emotionally defeated before you go into a fight, you should not go into battle! Why? Because your negative has already determined the outcome of that battle! You will be defeated!

 
You must be mentally prepared, that is why Peter said:

10. “Therefore gird up the loins of ____ ____, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ…” 1Pet 1:13

In this we picture a runner tucking his tunic in the loin belt, freeing his legs from getting caught in it when he runs.

Tuck up the loose ends of your mind, run your race free of encumbrances. In other words, if we are to successfully run our spiritual race and fight this fight of faith, we must prepare ourselves both emotionally and intellectually.

However, in order to do this vital work of emotional and mental preparation, you must know that you are righteous in Christ!

11. “But now  the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the ___ ___ ________, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.”  Rom 3:21-22a    (Rom 3:21-26)

God given righteousness rightfully belongs “… unto all that them that believe.”

12. “For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive _________ __ _____ and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.”  Rom 5:17

When a believer grabs hold of the truth, God has graciously imparted righteousness to him, that knowledge changes him!




13. “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we ____ ___ _________ that we have asked of Him.”  1Jn 5:13-15

Confidence: (gr-great boldness) An attitude of righteousness will greatly affect your prayer life. If you do not know that you have right standing with God you cannot pray with confidence. If you are not aware that you have been given righteousness as a breastplate, you won’t be able to do anything with confidence.

On the other hand, when believers walk in their “breastplate of righteousness,” they pray with authority and power. They know that because of that breastplate, they can come directly into the presence of God and pray with great boldness.

14. “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”Heb 4:16

God given righteousness:
Protects from head to toe; Is 61:10
Sustains you, while enemies are destroyed and is forever; Is 51:7-8
Righteous are never permanently affected by afflictions; Ps 37:17
Righteous always outlasts any attack Prov 10:30

Answers:
1. No Condemnation
2. Am Persuaded
3. Saved Through Faith
4. Workmanship
9. Knew No Sin
10. Your Mind
11. Law and Prophets
12. Abundance of Grace
13. Have the Petitions

