
Spiritual Warfare    Pt. VIII

Wrestling with Principalities and Powers.

1. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  Eph 6:12

The word “wrestle” ( gr-pale ) refers to struggling, wrestling or hand to hand fighting. The word (“pale“) is also the Greek word from which “palestra” is derived, a famous house of combat sports.

The sports which took place there were not the same as the sports which carry the same names today; wrestling, boxing, or mixed martial arts.

Boxers of the day wore gloves ribbed with serrated steel and spiked with nails. Boxers depicted in artwork are shown to have deformed features from the warfare. There were no rounds and no rules. The fight went on and on until one of the combatants surrendered or died in the ring. Wrestlers were tolerant of every imaginable tactic.

Another group of combatants were a combination of the above. They were called “pankratists”, “pan” (gr-all), “kratos” (gr-exhibited power). The two words together describe someone with massive amounts of power; power over all; or more power than anyone else. These combatants would be similar to the mixed martial arts fighters of today, except, there were no rounds and almost no rules. The “pankratist” was out to prove to their competitors that they could not be beaten and were tougher than anyone else.

By using the word “wrestle”, the old Greek word “pale”, Paul
conveys the idea of a bitter struggle and an intense conflict.
This means when you are fighting demonic foes, there are no rules! Anything goes!  Whoever fights the hardest and the meanest and whoever lasts the longest is the winner in your confrontation with the enemy.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood…”. We said earlier that, “the majority of spiritual warfare is with the flesh and the mind“. This is still the truth. But, we are aware that our real adversaries are an unseen host of wicked spirits that are working behind the scenes. 
However, they can’t do anything unless our flesh cooperates with them! That is why they come to tempt, seduce, deceive, and assault our flesh and our minds. This is the reason we must deal with the flesh before we attempt to deal with the devil.

By living a crucified, sanctified life on a continual basis, we are able to neutralize any attack the enemy would try to wage against our flesh. Why is this? Because dead men and women do not have the capacity to respond!

2. “Or do you not know that as many of us as were ________ into Christ Jesus were ________ into His death.”  Rom 6:3

3. “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, which the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be ______ __ ___.  For he who has died has been freed from sin.” 
Rom 6:6-7

4. “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves __ __ ____ indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Rom 6:11

Principalities and Powers

Paul tells us there are four classifications of demon spirits.
1. Principalities 
2. Powers 
3. Rulers of the darkness of this world
4. Spiritual wickedness in high places.

Notice in Eph 6:12, Paul mentions the word “against” four times in connection to the devil. Why is this important? Grammatically, he could have used the word “against” once in reference to all four levels of demonic spirits; but Paul chose to repeat the word “against” again and again and again and again.

When a truth is repeated in Scriptures like this, it is always for the sake of emphasis.

In John 14, 15 and 16 Jesus refers to the Holy spirit as “the Helper” four times in the NKJV. (“Comforter” in King James version).This clearly means that the Lord Jesus Christ is trying to drive a very important truth into our hearts about the Holy Spirit. 

5. “ And I will pray the Father , and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever- the Spirit of truth, whom the _____ ______ _______, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.   Jn14:16-17

6. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you ___ ______, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”  Jn14:26

7. “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you  from the Father, the Spirit of truth who ________ from the Father, He will testify of Me.”  Jn15:26

8. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to ____ _________ that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.”   Jn16:7

9. “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will _____ ___ into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”    Jn16:13

Likewise as noted above, in these same three chapters the descriptive phrase, “Spirit of truth” is repeated three times. God is repeating Himself for the sake of emphasizing what the nature of the Holy Spirit is.(Truth)

In the calling of notable biblical characters, He called more than once: “Moses, Moses” Ex 3:4; “Saul, Saul” Acts 9:4; Samuel was so important God called him by name not once, not twice, but five times.  I Sam 3:4-10.

This leads us back to Eph 6:12, where the Holy Spirit repeats the word “against” four (4) times in one verse. This means that the Holy Spirit is telling us something very, very important!

The word “against” (gr-pros) depicts a forward position or face-to-face encounter.
This very same word is used in Jn1:1 to describe the pre-incarnate relationship between the Father and Jesus.

10. “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with (pros)
God, and the Word was God.”  Jn1:1

The word “with” is taken from the word “pros”. A more accurate rendering of this verse would be, “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) was face-to-face with God…”.


The relationship between the Father and Son is so close that the Father can almost feel the breath of His Son on His face. The word “pros” reveals the intimacy that exists between members of  the Trinity. Now that same word is used to describe a face-to-face encounter with unseen demonic spirits that have come to assault us.

The language of Eph 6:12 is military in nature. Paul received a revelation of how Satan’s kingdom has been aligned militarily.
At the top of Satan’s domain is a group of demon spirits that Paul calls “principalities”.

Principalities (gr archas), an old word that is used symbolically to denote, ancient, ancient times. Furthermore, it is used to depict individuals who hold the highest and loftiest positions of rank and authority. By using “archas” Paul is speaking of those who have held lofty positions of power and authority since ancient times; probably ever since the fall of Lucifer.

11. “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things ____ _______ through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”    Col 1:16-17

Created by Christ and thus subject to Christ

Next Paul speaks of “powers”. It is taken from the word “exousia” and it denotes delegated authority. This tells us that here is a lower ranking group of demon spirits who have received delegated authority from Satan. They use their delegated authority to carry out all manner of evil and wickedness.

Next, Paul mentions “The rulers of the darkness of this age”. Taken from the word “kosmokrateros”. Compound of “kosmos” and “kratos”. “Kosmos” denotes order and arrangement and the word “kratos” has to do with raw power.

When these two words are compounded together into the word kosmokrateros, the new word depicts raw power that has been harnessed and put into some kind of order.

This word was technically used by the ancient Greeks to describe certain aspects of the military. Thus young soldiers, abounding with energy were taught to be submitted, disciplined, ordered, and perfectly arranged. This is a picture of rank and file. In the end all of these men, with all of that raw ability, were turned into a massive force.

Eph 6:12 tells us that Satan organizes his demon spirits in rank and file, gives them orders and assignments, and then sends them out like troops who are committed to destroy.

The reason that the church is experiencing so much defeat is that the devil has something that the church does not have kosmokrateros! The average spirit filled believer doesn’t stay in one church for more than one year at a time!

The Church of Jesus Christ is loaded with raw power, but that power is disconnected and disjointed by a body that lacks discipline, organization and commitment! Christians have no power shortage, nor are we short on God given authority.

Once we match the discipline, organization, and commitment that the enemy possesses in his camp, we will begin to move into the awesome demonstration of God’s power

Finally, Paul mentions “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places”. Wickedness (gr-poneros) depicts something that is bad, vile, vicious, or malignant. These demon spirits are sent forth to afflict humanity in all these manners and ways.

Names, Symbols, and Types of the Devil in the Bible

Note: The devil’s entrance into the life of a believer is allowed primarily through that believer’s negligence. He slips in through an uncommitted, un-renewed area of the mind and begins to wage warfare against the mind and flesh of that individual. Let’s take a look at scripture and see what God has to say about him.
Abaddon and Apollyon.

12. “And they had __ ____ over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.  Rev 9:11 Both of these names mean “destroyer”.

Beelzebub and Baalzebub:

13. “ Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria, and was injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, “Go, inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this injury.” But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, __ __ _______ there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?” Now therefore, thus says the Lord: “You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.” So Elijah departed.  2Ki 1:2-4

Originally spelled “Baalzebub” this word literally meant “lord of the flies”. As time progressed, the Jews altered Baalzebub to
Beelzebub, “lord of the dunghill or lord of the manure.”

First: “Baalzebub” This is clearly the picture of Satan masquerading himself as lord of demon spirits. The Philistines looked on demon spirits in the same way one would look upon nasty, dirty flies that bite, torment and irritate.

Second: As “Beelzebub” the Jews reveal that the environment where, like nasty, dirty flies, the devil and his evil spirits are drawn to, is one where rotting, stinking carnality lives.

Belial: Worthless, name is always used in connection with filthiness and wickedness. Whenever it is used in Old Testament or New Testament, it is used to depict extremely evil men.

14. “Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they ____ ___ the Lord.”   1Sam 2:12 (King James Version)

Dragon: Rev 12:9 Dragon and Serpent in one verse. The Bible presents the devil as a deadly, poisonous, ready to strike-and-kill creature.

15. “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the _____ _____; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.    Rev 12:9

Evil One; Jesus labeled him as such.

16. “And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one…”      Matt 6:13a

Murderer:  Murderous nature manifested in Gen 4:8, inspired Cain to slay his brother Abel. It is seen again in Matt 2:16 Where Herod is inspired by this nature to slaughter all male children two years old and under. Murder is a part of Satan’s demented nature.

17. “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not _____ __ the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.    Jn 8:44

Prince of this World:  By calling him this, Jesus recognized his (Satan’s) Temporal control over certain things in this earthly realm.

18. “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.     Jn 12:31(King James)   (14:30;16:11)

Ruler of Demons:  (gr-archon as) Refers to one who holds the first place or one who holds the highest seat of power. (Eph 6:12)

19. “But the Pharisees said, “he casts out demons by the ruler of demons.”    Jn 9:34

Prince of the Power of the Air:  Agrees with Eph 6:12 as to varying degrees of power under Satan’s control.

20. “… In which ___ ____ ______ according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,…  Eph 2:2

Adversary: Taken from the gr-antidikos. We know “anti” to simply mean against. However, in older and more classical Greek, it was used to denote, the mental condition of one who was on the edge of insanity; a terribly dangerous person who would do great harm if not restrained.

“Dikos” is the root of the Greek word meaning righteousness. When these two words are compounded together they portray one who is adamantly opposed to righteousness.

Roaring Lion: (like unto) The mighty roar of a lion strikes fear into the hearts of men. But Jesus openly defeated them.
 
21. “Be sober; be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.”  I Pet 5:8

22. “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”  Col 2:15

The enemy is looking for those  (I Pet 5:8) who are weak in the faith, ignorant of the Word of God, isolated into themselves, and not mature enough to stand up to him face-to-face. For the purpose of devouring them!

Angel of Light: In dealing with problems of false prophets, false teachers, false apostles and deceivers trying to worm their way in the Corinthian church, Paul said:

23. “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.”  2 Cor 11:13-14

Satan disguises himself as something he’s not,(more manipulation) A vivid example of his deceptive power to twist peoples thinking.

The Devil. The New Testament refers to him as such more than 40 times. Again it is a compound of the words dia and balos. Dia, means through and carries with it the idea of penetration. The word balos, which means I throw, as in throwing a ball or a rock. When the two words are compounded, the new word depicts “the act of throwing a ball or rock against something until it penetrates that barrier and breaks through to the other side.” Therefore it is not only the proper name of our archenemy but also his mode of operation.

Satan: The enemy of both God and man is called Satan, which is taken from the Hebrew word shatana and means to hate and to accuse. It is used more than 50 times in the Old and New Testament, and it also carries with it the ideas of slander and false accusation.

Answers:
2. Baptized (2x)
3. Slaves of sin
4. To be dead
5. World cannot receive
6. All things
7. Proceeds
8. Your advantage
9. Guide you
11. Were create
12. As king
13. It is because
14. Knew not
15. Whole world
17. Stand in the truth
20. You once walked











 








