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Because Mary’s heart was receptive to this word from God, she was chosen to give birth to the Son of God.

13. “Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! ___ __ __ to me according to your word….”  Lk 1:38a

Paul- His ministry was constantly influenced by supernatural words from the Lord:
His conversion - Acts 9:4-6   (To Ananias- 9:10-16)
Sending forth- Acts 13:2
Preparation for persecution in Jerusalem- Acts 21:11
Ministry in Rome- Acts 23;11

These Biblical examples are reflective of the thousands of times throughout history that God has spoken “Specific, undeniable, rhema words to men and women being positioned and set apart to do mighty things in His Name.

In speaking of Swords; the “sword of the Spirit” as Paul refers to it in Eph 6:17 is the same sword John saw in his vision of Jesus on the Isle of Patmos and throughout the New Testament.

14. “ He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.” Rev 1:16

The word “two-edged” (gr-distomos) “di”= two, “stomos”= mouth. 
Thus when compounded the word describes something that is 
“Two-mouthed”

15. “These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword:”
Rev 2:12.  This could be translated,”…a sharp sword with two mouths.”

This identical phrase is also found in Heb 4:12. A verse that is very crucial to this portion of study on, Spiritual Warfare.

16. “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged (distomos) sword (machaira), piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  Heb 4:12
One sharpened edge of this sword came into being when the Word of God initially proceeded from the mouth of God. The second edge of this sword is added when the Word of God proceeds out of your mouth.

The First Step- was God revealing, declaring and exposing His written word and will for us. (Gladius sword)(Logos)

The Second Step- begins when you accept, receive and acknowledge God’s word as the ultimate and final truth, in every situation. When you begin to meditate on the Living Word, hiding it in your heart, planting it in your “pool of anointing,” 

Ignoring the Word of God will allow old patterns of wrong thinking and bondages from our past to continue exerting authority over us. On the other hand, meditating on the Word of God releases its dividing and discerning power to perform its work in us.

When we willfully take the word of God into our lives and allow it to do its supernatural work in us that Word acts like a divine blade, slicing right to the heart of the matter. Dividing asunder the soul and the spirit and correctly discerning the thoughts and intents of the heart.

When the word is done, we are inwardly changed. Become filled with faith when we allow the Word of God to work in our lives. Why?
17. “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.     Rom 10:17

Finally, your renewed mind will co-operate with your Faith, and you’ll be able to speak the Word of God boldly with no doubt whatsoever. The Word must become personal revelation before it produces lasting results. (Don’t try to imitate someone else)
The vital work of studying, meditating and praying, releases the Word to become a part of your own inner being.  When the Spirit reaches into your “pool of anointing”, that “spiritual reservoir” and quickens a verse to your memory, you are ready to wield that verse like a “mighty (“two edged“, “two mouthed“) sword!”

God speaks through His Word! The Sword and the Loin-belt are inseparable.

18. “The entrance of ____ _____ gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. I opened my mouth and panted, for I longed for Your commandments. Look upon me and be merciful to me, as Your custom is toward those who love your name. Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me. Redeem me from the oppression of man, that I may keep Your precepts. Make Your face shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes.” Ps 119:130-135

When the sword of the Spirit comes up from your spirit, it will show you the way. A believer’s ability to walk in this kind of supernatural direction and revelation is completely determined by how much Word he has inside of him.

WHEN JESUS NEEDED A SWORD.
In Matthew 4:1-3, the Tempter questioned Jesus as toWho He Was. He said “change these stones to bread, if you are the Son of God and satisfy your hunger.”  But rather than submitting to this temptation, Jesus answered “It is written….”
Jesus pulled the quickened word out of His reservoir. He took the “logos” Word He had studied and committed to memory and drew if forth by the Spirit as rhema:

19. “ So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and ___ ___ ____ _____ which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.
Deut 8:3

Then the enemy tries a mind game with Jesus, just as he does with us. In Matt 4:6, Satan quotes Ps 91:11-12, out of context. The Devil quotes scripture only as a means of perverting the Word. For when he (the enemy) uses scripture, he never quotes it fully ,nor ever in the context of how it was ordained,
 
Therefore Jesus responds with a greater word:
20. “…It is written again, You shall not tempt the Lord your God….” Matt 6:7;  (Deut 6:16a) this entire chapter of scripture (Deut 6) stands against what the enemy had instructed Jesus to do. 

Jesus knew the written word and its discerning power was continually at work in Him. This was the key that kept Him on course when dealing with the devil’s temptations.

That is how the Word of God should be in you, living, active and powerful. If it is not more than head knowledge, the devil will be able to confuse you and ultimately pull you down in defeat.

Plant the Word deep in your heart and renew your mind with that word. Then you will be able to discern the lie and mind games of the enemy, because “The Word of God is a discerner of the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

21. “And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I Wish. Therefore, if You will _______ before me, all will be yours.”   Lk 4: 6-7

Satan offered Jesus all that had been handed over to him by Adam. The word “delivered” (gr-paradidomi)=(Act of handing over something to someone else). By disobeying God, Adam transferred to Satan this authority God had earlier delegated to Adam.

Jesus had come to seize the control of the earth and of mankind from Satan’s hands.

22. “For this purpose the Son of God was __________, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” I Jn 3:8b

But Jesus knew that it had to be thru the Cross. He knew that He must take upon Himself sin, disease, sickness and pay for them through a sacrificial death. 

Satan is saying, you can skip all that and still get all earthly power by bowing down to me.

23. “And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”     Jn 4:8

Remember your “sword of the Spirit” hinges on the presence or absence of God’s Word in your life!

Thank God for those special moments when the Spirit speaks a word to your heart! When such words from the Lord come to your heart, what joy they bring!  But, you shouldn’t base your Christian life entirely on these rhema words from God. You may not always receive a personal ”word from the Lord,”  but you will always have the dependable, ever-present Word of God- the loin-belt of truth-to build your life upon and to give you direction. 

Answers:
13. Let it be
18. Your Words
19. Fed You With Manna
21. Worship
22. Manifested 





 


