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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Word is the only proper offense that the Christian has. He is to proclaim the truth, not debate it with unbelievers.

1. “For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a _________ of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb 4:12

The Word gets below human reasoning and pierces the armor that has been erected against it and comes home to the heart. Thus it has power in itself.

It is a shame that even professors of Theology in some major Universities teach that the Kingdom of God does not invade our  world, our daily lives. They attack Biblical accounts of miracles and manifestations of God speaking and intervening in men’s lives. Satan uses them as tools, because he knows the power of the Scriptures and his whole aim is to keep people from seriously and thoughtfully reading and meditating on the Word of God.

2. “By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has ____ __ ___ _____ is not of God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.  I Jn 4:2-3

The purpose of the Word , these “sayings of God”, is to compel belief in the face of any distortion of truth. They are a sword of the Spirit to defend against that which would undermine and attack ultimate authority!

Many times in our Christian lives we are kept from disobedience and sin when a ‘word” (verse) we have committed to memory is pulled from our “well of anointing” and is the very strength we need to say, NO! When temptation looks logical and is widely practiced, we can easily be deceived therefore:

3. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In ___ ____ ____ acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.”   Prov 3:5-6

Have you ever lost your temper and made an ugly display of emotions? How much better it would have been if you could have recalled:

4. “So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the_____ __ ___ does not produce the righteousness of God.”  Js 1:19-20

How can we make these “words” available to us to be recalled by the Spirit in time of need? Read, study and meditate on the Word of God. The greater the exposure to scripture, the more the Spirit can use this mighty sword in our lives.

The Christian who neglects the reading of the scriptures is in direct disobedience to the will of the Lord. Jesus said:

5. “You search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which _______ __ __.”  Jn 5:39

6. “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, _______ ________ the word of truth. 2Tim 2:15

That is the way you come to know Christ. There is no way apart from the scriptures. And there is no way to come to full maturity 
as a Christian apart from Scriptures.

The word (gr- machaira) is the type of sword Paul uses to describe the “sword of the Spirit “in Eph 6:17b.” There were many types of swords available to the Roman soldier, but this particular sword is the one Paul singles out. It was approx 19” long, both side’s razor sharp and the tip pointed upward.

Paul also gives us more information about this “sword”. He says
“…the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

The term “word” is taken from the Greek word rhema, which is one of the most familiar Greek words in the New Testament. 
It describes something that is, “spoken clearly; spoken vividly; spoken in undeniable language; or spoken in unmistakable, unquestionable, certain, and definite terms.”

In the New Testament the word rhema carries the idea of a quickened word. A word of Scripture or a “word from the Lord” that the Holy Spirit  drops into a believer, causing it to supernaturally come alive and impart special power, wisdom, understanding or direction to that believer.

Thus a rhema is a specific word or message that the Holy Spirit quickens in our hearts and minds at a specific time for a special purpose.

So when Paul says “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God,” he is referring to the Holy Spirit’s ability to make such a divine “word” vividly come alive in our hearts and minds at a moment of need.

Like the other pieces of armor that God has given us, the sword and the loin belt are inseparable. The written Word of God is the primary source for a “rhema” from God.

As we look at examples of “rhema” words in the Bible, we find that most always they were short and to the point. The Great men and women of the Word, earned their place in the pages of history by obeying simple yet profound “words” from God.

Noah- was called to prepare a vessel of survival for all life that moved about on the earth. In Genesis 6:13 through 7:4 we read the instructions given and the preparations that were made. Yet we can read this portion of scripture in less than ten minutes.

Abraham- Was directed to leave his country and family and travel to a land he knew nothing of, based on instructions that were less than seventy five words in length:

7. “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”   Gen 12:1-3

Joseph- Two short dreams from the Holy Spirit revealed his future.

8. “So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my _____ _____ and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” Gen 37:6-7

9. “Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” Gen 36:9

These two encounters with God eventually put Joseph in a position to care for his family and the entire nation of Israel.


Moses- While tending sheep on Mt. Horeb, the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a burning bush, unmistakably revealing that Moses had been chosen by God to lead Israel out of Egyptian captivity, Exodus chapter 3 and 4.

Mary- The mother of Jesus received a word from God that is still working wonders today. The angel Gabriel delivered a brief, yet life changing word to Mary.

10. “And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you _____ _____!”
Luke 1:28

11. “Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, ___ ____ ________ in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  Lk 1:30-33

12. “…The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the _____ __ ___ _______ will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy one who is to be born will be called the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren, For with God nothing will be impossible.”  Lk 1:35-37


Answers:
1. Discerner
2. Come in the Flesh
3. All Your Ways
4. Wrath of Man
5. Testify of Me
6. Rightly Dividing
8. Sheaf Arose
10. Among Women
11. You will Conceive
12. Power of the Highest

