
SPIRITUAL WAREFARE PT. XIV

The Apostle Paul has outlined three steps we must take if we expect to be “strong in the Lord”, and to resist the attacks of Satan.

First, as we have been discussing, is to put on the armor of God.. The whole armor, “that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  Eph 6:10

The Second step is to Pray: 
1. “…praying always with all ______ and ____________  in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. Eph 6:18-20 

2. “Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you ______ ________ with me in prayers to God for me,”   Rom 15:30

3. “Brethren, pray for us.”   I Thess 5:25

4. “Finally brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and __ ________, just as it is with you, and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith.”  2 Thess 3:1-2

5. “Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a ____ __________, in all things desiring to live honorably.  2 Thess 13:18

There is a very strong and powerful relationship between putting on the armor of God and Prayer. These two belong together; in fact one grows out of the other. It is not enough to put on the armor- you must also pray. It is not enough to pray you must also have put on the armor of God.

Putting on the armor of God is “remembering what Christ is to you” and how He is to participate in your present struggle and/or experience. Thinking through the implications of facts revealed in God’s word, will get your thought life right.

Our problem with life is that we do not see it as it really is. Putting on the armor is an adjustment of the attitude of your heart to reality, to things as they really are. Life is what God has declared it to be. This is why we desperately need and must have the revelation of the Facts of Scripture.

What do you do when you put on the Breastplate of Righteousness? You think of Christ and what His Righteousness means as it is imparted to you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. “He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was __ ___________; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness, it sustained Him.”   Is 59:16

7. “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “ that I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And ______ __________ and righteousness in the earth. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”    Jer 23:5-6

8. “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the _____________ of God in Him.  2 Cor 5:21

What do you do when you take up the Sword of the Spirit? You respond to those flashes of scripture, those portions of the word of God that come to your mind that have immediate application to the situation you are facing.


9. “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a _________ of the thoughts and intents of the heart.   Heb 3:12

At first it takes time to work this all through, but as we learn how to do it, the process becomes much more rapid. We can almost instantaneously think through this line of approach to the problems we are facing. Note the problem and apply the weapon of armor supplied.

10. “ For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that ______ ______ against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.   2 Cor 10:4-5

Review our past lessons and we find over and over, the attacks come against our minds, our thought processes. This is the “road” Satan uses to undermine our authority and our victory.

So as noted previous, we think- then as Paul has just said above, 
we do, ”take every thought captive.”

11. “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”   Rom 8:6

12. “For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”  1 Cor 2:16

13.  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”
Phil 2:5


The phrase, “thoughtless act” is impossible to perform. We may do something with little thought, but it is impossible to ever act without thinking. But it is possible to think without ever acting. So the fulfillment to putting on the Whole Armor is, Prayer. 

Prayer should be an outgrowth of thoughtfulness about the implications of our faith. That adds depth and significance to it. Prayer should be pointed and purposeful.


Answers:
1. Prayer, Supplication
2. Strive Together
4. Be Glorified
5. Good Conscience
6. No Intercessor
7. Execute Judgment
8. Righteousness
9. Discerner
10. Exalts Itself











