SPIRITUAL WAREFARE  PT. XIV (Part Two)

What is Prayer? 

Paul here recognizes two categories of prayer; that which he calls, “all prayer” and “supplication”. “All prayer” is the widest classification; “supplication” is the specific request that is made in prayer. When you look at the whole range of Biblical teaching on prayer the final line is “prayer is simply conversing with God.” Therefore prayer is Family Talk.
 
It is a friendly, intimate, frank, open, unrestricted talking with God. It is into this close and intimate relationship that every individual is brought by faith in Jesus Christ.

Now supplication is making some specific request.  James says:
“You do not have, because you do not ask” (4:2) and adds in the next verse, “You ask amiss”.

In our conversation with God it is perfectly proper to ask, because we are children and He is Father. Tell Him the whole thing, tell Him your reactions, tell Him how you feel, describe your relationships to life around you and your reactions to them, and ask Him for what you need.

14. “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help __ ____ of need.”  Heb 4:16   (10:19-23)

15. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the _____ __ ___, which surpasses all understanding , will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Phil 4:6-7

First, worry about nothing. We become stumbling blocks to 
non-believers or are a glowing testimony depending on how we handle the problems in our lives. That does not mean we don’t have proper concern or interest in things.

16. “…casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.”
1 Peter 5:7

The admonition is, “worry about nothing” and that is only possible when you have on the armor of God. Worry comes from fear. And the only thing that will dissolve fear is facts. Therefore to put on the armor of God is to face the facts just as they are.

Second, “Pray about everything.” Someone says, do you mean that God is interested in little things well as big things? Is there anything that is big to God? They are all little things to Him, of course He is interested in them.

17. “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. But the very hairs of your head are all ________. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  Matt 10:29-31

Third and what is the result? You will be kept through anything!
That is what Paul is saying in Phil 4:6-9; The peace of God, which surpasses understanding, “it is a peace which no-one can explain”.
Which is there, despite the circumstances and which certainly does not arise out of any change in circumstances. And it “will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Inherent in prayer are three basic facts. First, when we pray we recognize the existence of an invisible kingdom. We would not pray if we did not acknowledge that someone is listening, that behind what is visible there is an invisible kingdom. It’s not far off in space somewhere, but right in here.

18. “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You send Me.” Jn 11:41b-42

19. “But _______ _____ it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”   Heb 11:6

Second, Prayer reveals that we believe that the kingdom of God is significant, that it affects lives directly, that the visible things which occur in our world are a direct result of something that is happening in the realm of invisibility. Therefore, if you want to change the visibilities, you must start with the invisibilities.

Third, perhaps the most hotly contested fact by the devil and his forces is that, our prayers play a direct and essential part in bringing God’s invisible power to bear on visible life. In other words, God answers prayer. 

Prayer is purposeful and powerful. It is not pitiful and pathetic pleading with only a rare chance that it might be answered. No! 
Prayer is powerful! God answers!  Prayer is an essential link in the working of God in the world today. Without it He often does not work. With it He certainly does.  God answers prayer according to His promises! God does not answer every prayer, But, God answers every prayer that is based on a promise.

Prayer does not start with us, it starts with God. God must say He will do something before we are free to ask Him. That is the point, that is how it works with a father and his children, in the realm of these limits the father commits himself to answer his children’s requests. So it is with God. God has given promises and they form the only proper basis for supplication.  This is what Paul is saying here when he says that we are to pray at all times in the Spirit, “In the Spirit.” This has no relationship to the emotions that we feel in prayer.

Well what is it? It means to pray according to the promises which the Spirit has given, and it is based on the character of God which the Spirit has made known. That is the prayer God answers invariably and without partiality, He is no respecter of persons in this matter of prayer. General daily prayer, Gods promise is specifically and definitely to answer immediately.

20. “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For ________  who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”  Lk 11:9-10  (see Vs 5-8, 11-12)

God is very serious about prayer and through it He makes His omnipotence and omniscience available to us in terms of specific promises.
 
When we pray on that basis you will find exciting and unexpected things are constantly happening. That there is a quiet but mighty power at work on which you can rely. As you learn to pray in this way, you find that a tremendous weapon, a mighty power to influence your own life and the lives of others is put at your disposal


Answers:
14. In Time
15. Peace of God
17. Numbered
19. Without Faith
20. Everyone
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