What to do in time of crisis

By now I'm sure you are well aware that our nation is under some severe crisis in several areas. We are seeing many of the foundational institutions of our nation in serious trouble. The automobile industry is in shambles. The banking industry on the verge of having major banks nationalized. The home mortgage crisis, Wall Street, consumer confidence and the economy all down and in serious trouble. 

     The loss of jobs, homes and families from these crisis areas is reaching a critical mass. If it hasn't affected your church, give it a little more time and it will. And hopefully...you will be prepared for the opportunity this current situation affords. I'm sure you're probably wondering what I mean by that last statement. 

     For many pastors, these hard times have affected them as much as the general public. Perhaps your offerings are down; your families affected by layoffs, loss of income or worse. As these hard times affect your members, they affect your church as well. They limit your ability to expand, build or even keep your head above water with your current financial obligations. But in the midst of all this chaos, there are some great opportunities for the church. Let's explore a few of them.

     First, as the leader, the pastor-shepherd, you have a wonderful opportunity to minister to your people. We have the chance to show how much we really are separated from the world. Yes, we may experience many of the same things the rest of the nation does, but we can handle it differently because of whose we are. We can show our trust in a greater power than Wall Street, the Government or any entity here on earth.

    We don't have to walk in fear. We can walk in the assurance that if need be, God will show us how to turn stones into bread. After all, if the devil could temp Jesus to do that, then the possibility exists for us to do it should it be needed.  So the first step in dealing with this or any crisis is we must teach our people that fear is faith in the devil's ability...but faith is our trust in God's ability to see us through.

    Once we've done that, the next thing we must do is prepare for the opportunities this national crisis will afford the church. Many will need help in various ways. They will need food, clothing, medicines, gas, home heating oil and a host of other necessities of life. 

    I know what you're thinking right now. "We don't have any extra after we pay our bills, salaries and operational costs. How can we help others with their needs?” The answer is simple. 

     Most of us have in our closets food we could spare, clothes we don't wear, items like toasters, irons, TV's and who knows what else we don't use. If each of our families could bring in some of those items, we would have enough to meet some of the needs of those that coming seeking. And once we really understand that the church doesn't work on the laws of "buying and selling" that the world lives by, but on the laws of "sowing and reaping," it won't be long before we have more coming in than going out.

     Once we begin to operate in those kingdom principles, the supply from our heavenly resource begins to flow and we'll stand in amazement at what God is able to do with the little we sow.

     After we've taken this step, we can then begin to take a special offering once a month. Even if our people are hurting under the current financial conditions, if they sow something, God can take that seed and multiply it for them and for the church's “helps” ministry. No matter how little each sows, eventually there will be enough to help one family in need. If we keep doing it, we'll help two families and eventually we'll be helping hundreds from that first little seed.

     There are many other ideas we could engage to be a "lighthouse" to those in the communities we serve. All be have to do is use a little of the "creative juices" God placed in us. The key for us as leaders is not to just sit on our hands and do nothing. If we do anything in the name of the Lord, He'll add what we can't do and the combinations will be awesome.

     There's a scripture in Proverbs that says; "it's the joy of the King to hide a thing and the pleasure of people to discover it." (Paraphrased) 

     The most important thing for us, the leaders of God's church, is to seek Him that he might give us the ideas, ministries and outreaches that will affect our community for Him. And that He would develop a presence for our churches within those communities and become a living testimony for Him in the most difficult of times.

     The time is ripe for the church to rise up and take its place as a leader within our communities. It's time for each of us who profess our Christianity to begin to practice what we preach. God is giving His church the opportunity to lead instead of following the masses down the road of fear, panic and destruction. This could be the most glorious time for the church yet. Will you and your congregation be ready?

