Conference Attendance

I returned from our One Heart World Fellowship conference a month ago. It was held on the island of St. Martin in the French West Indies. We gathered there for a time of fellowship, teaching, sharing and growing in the Lord together.

We had a variety of leaders that shared with us the truths that help us develop faith in the power of God in our lives. The theme of the conference was Radical Faith. As part of the each day's activities, we had sessions in the morning that focused on deep teaching that brought out revelations regarding the power of faith. Each evening a different minister shared along the same lines...but included the entire church as well as other churches and the community.

Leaving the conference the team that went with Helen and I were sharing of our experiences during the conference. Many remarked about the great teaching and the revelations they received. Some mentioned a certain minister or the topic of what they preached...but by far discussion was mostly centered on the other things they enjoyed and were taking home with them.

As I listened to each one sharing, the most memorable things discussed were not the teachings, revelations, or the power of God in the services. What was discussed over and over was the experiences each one had in regards to the interactions between the team, the host church members and the delegates visiting from other nations. 

Although the teachings, revelations and demonstrations of God's power made their mark on each life, it was what took place people to people, person to person, that made the biggest impact. It was the sharing during meals, the conversations in the hotel rooms, at the beach, in the foyer that made the trip most memorable for almost everyone in attendance.

It was the sharing of testimonies, struggles, victories person to person that bonded each team member together. Several commented they had stayed up to four and five AM laughing, sharing and just enjoying each other's company. Many discovered during these times they weren't alone in their struggles. Each of them got to see a different person than what they supposed others to be. 

As this interaction continued during the week, I could see the team growing stronger and stronger. The bond that was building between us brought us all into one accord...and we shared our lives for these brief few days...impossible in our "at-home-world" to which we would soon return.

With the exception of one couple, the entire team was from New Life Church. The one couple that wasn't was our Apostle and his wife. So in essence...they were connected to our group because of the spiritual oversight they share within our church. We bonded together through our daily van rides, our breaking of bread together, shopping times and those indescribable moments in hotel lobbies or rooms where God’s presence was felt so powerfully. A unity was established that will return with us to our church. This group will have a new interaction with each other impossible through just weekly contact as church members.

This conference brought thirteen people closer together than all the church services of the last year. During these seven days, people not only shared their time together, they shared their lives. When there was a need and one of the team could meet it...it was done. When one person had food or sun tan lotion...it was shared with those who didn't. It a way, it was like the New Testament church when everything was shared in common. I could also relate it to the upper room when everyone was in one accord.

As the week progressed, not only the interaction increased, but the relationship between each of the team grew stronger. It was like watching a family develop in relationship and strength right before your eyes. And I must tell you it was one of the greatest experiences I've seen in a long time. In this week it wasn't just about Bible knowledge, it was about a practical, relational living out the Word of God between human beings that I know must have pleased the heart of God.

By now I'm sure you're wondering, "What’s the point of this article?" It's very simple. Give you're people opportunities to work and grow together outside the normal structure of the church setting. By doing this you'll give your people the opportunity to be shining examples of what Christ asks us to be here on this earth. Offer your people mission trips, fun trips and even a vacation with the Pastor. You'll give them a chance to bond with you and each other into a unit that will do great things together.

I know, I know! You're probably thinking, "I go on vacation to get away from these people, now you're asking me to take them with me?  Yes I am! And...No, I'm not. Of course you still need that private vacation with your family. I'm not talking about taking them on that one. Take them on a separate vacation or mission trip and watch what God does between you. You'll be utterly amazed.

One last thing before I close this article. I guess this article is a recommendation for conferences. To that I would say yes and no. We've all been to conference where we come home tired, worn out and wonder why you spent the money on that conference. So if you're going to a conference for the conference's sake, then I say perhaps the answer would be no. But if you're going with a team that will engage each other, bring home memories, stories and testimonies that will ignite others...then it would be a resounding YES. Go and bond with your members. Go and develop relationships and friendships that you've been told could never happen in the church setting. Go laugh, cry and have fun together and like me you'll understand why God said; forsake not the assembling of yourselves together.

