Cycle Of Life Part Two

The In-Gathering

In part one of this series of articles, we discussed level one of the "Cycles of Life" within the church. If you haven't read that article, I would suggest you read it first so that part two will make more sense to you. This series is built upon the scripture, line upon line and precept upon precept. 

Let me briefly summarize what we covered in part one of this series of articles. We gained an understanding that God operated in a defined order and allows His church to flow in cycles of life. It begins with the "establishment level" where God places His plan into His man for the purpose of moving His church to new levels. This can start with the placement of a new pastor to the beginning of a new building. 

Once we understand that God establishes this level, we can then easily grasp the next level of His orderly plan. We refer to this as the "In-Gathering" level. It always follows the "establishment" level as it brings forth the resources needed to develop, execute and complete the plan given at the "establishment" level.

The "In-Gathering" level does exactly what the name implies. It begins the process of gathering the people, materials, supplies, gifts and talents needed to fulfill the vision placed within the church at the "establishment" level. This is an exciting time for the church. New people are arriving on a regular basis. The church seems to be growing. There's an excitement in the air at each gathering and hope begins to rise.

In some cases, the progress of the church seems accelerated. Things begin to happen at an expedited pace. People are happy...both with the pastor and each other. There is a spirit of comradely and a sense that everybody is in one accord. What could stop you now? I won't answer that question until part three of this series. But rest assured, there will be a "cleansing" that will take place before the vision is completed. 

It will be almost amazing the things that take place during this "in-gathering" level. God will work miracles for you. People with the exact skills, gifts and talents will start attending the church. An influx of volunteers will manifest like never before. People who never volunteered before will join the ranks of the faithful in accomplishing the tasks at hand. And oh, the discounts on supplies, materials and services you'll receive. In some cases, it will be like the souvenir vendors of Mexico declare; "almost free!"

In God's terminology, this is the watering process of the vision. Things are happening, forward progress is evident. People are cooperating with each other, you the pastor, and the vision. Things couldn't get any better than this at this level. But fear not, there are weeds in the garden that will need to be removed. 
One of the key elements we must grasp at this level of the "cycle of church life" is it will feel like a "honeymoon."  Most people will be happy with your leadership, excited about the vision and overjoyed with the progress.  You won't be able to do much wrong. And...that’s exactly what God wants to happen.

Progress can't be made when the house is divided against itself. Progress can happen when everyone is at a level of comfort that would take dynamite to blast them into another state. So God allows this time to refresh the vision, revitalize the people and give grace to the leadership. He also uses this time to touch the lives of many others.  He uses them as vessels to accomplish the excitement needed to move the church forward.

During this time you must look for these vessels that are sent by God. Please, whatever you do, don't go out looking for them. Allow God to bring them to you. I can tell you from firsthand experience that if you go looking on your own, you'll find them, but they will come with ulterior motives. They will possess the talents and gifts you need, but they will bring baggage and seek compensation like you never expected. Beware of men bearing gifts that have not been sent by God.

Finally, during this stage of the "cycle" you will notice spiritual development begins to take place in the lives of the church members. During this time, faith is energized and there's a hunger in your people like no other time. Be a wise steward of this time for it won't last forever. Use the excitement of the people to build the momentum to such a level that when the progress slows, the momentum that you built will carry you farther than expected. It is the key of this level. 

You must use this level to build an advantage over your enemies; “fear, frustration, worry, aggravation, questions and more questions.” You will need the testimony of what God has done as you prepare for the storm that's coming. Cherish this level. Bask in the joy that this level brings. Let it nourish your spirit so when the next wave (level) comes, you will be well equipped. 

As I stated in the beginning of this article, this is one of the greatest times for the church. Things happen, people rejoice and work is completed. This cycle will repeat itself over and over again, but it is during this level of the "cycle of church life" that is most enjoyable and makes the rest of the cycles bearable.

In next month's article we move on to the "cleansing" level of God's cycles. We'll discover why we go from a blissful state of harmony and love to questioning if your time is up and your mission over. Hopefully it will be one of the most helpful articles I've written. See you next month. 

