A Prophetic Utterance

One only needs to look around to see the signs of the times. In every nation there is economic upheaval. Credit is tight, cost of living is exploding, people are loosing their jobs, businesses are going bankrupt, there are massive down sizing and layoffs. The gross national product output of most countries is in a free fall as is the stock market, and there is a transferral of wealth not seen in the history of the world.

The next currency of the world has become oil; oil that feeds our cars, lights our streets and heats our homes. The United States now imports more oil than any other nation. The oil rich middle east is burgeoning with the money from the sale of oil to the nations of the world.

Families throughout the world are suffering. Adding to the loss of jobs, the pressure put upon families just to survive has increased the rate of divorce to over fifty-percent (50%). This figure represents Christian families as well as secular. The "commitment to conclusion" for many has become a relic of the past. 

So what are we to do as the church? What are we to do as Christians?

There is no simple answer...but there is an answer. We must prepare. We must prepare our people to face hard times ahead. We must teach them to be ready for the opportunities that will come as the world looks for answers. How do we do that? 

First we instill into our people that we must live by faith...not by sight. What we are about to see come to past will shake the core of our very being. We will see many of our friends failing apart; their families being torn in pieces due to the pressures they'll face. Christians will be tempted to give in to the feelings of the times. Those feelings will include panic, fear, frustration and anger. 

Many will become angry at God and walk away from Him. Others will become so scared they will visit churches looking for answers...and it is here where we must be ready by being different. When we know in whom we do believe, we will be able to represent the "solid rock" on which we stand. 

Next, we must prepare the house of God to receive those who come seeking. We must ensure that when the hungry arrive, there is food for them. Yes we may need to supply food for their stomachs, but more importantly we must have food for their souls. They will come weak, frail, exhausted and fearful. And when they get there, we as pastors and leaders must have the nourishment they require or we will loose our credibility. 

This is a time of preparation. Our physical and spiritual food closets must be full. They will be looking for answers. They will have needs. They will be looking for a place to hide for a time from the pressures of the world that is taking such a toll on them. Will you be ready?

Will you have the scriptural and spiritual answers for them?  Will you know enough of what God's word says regarding the end times that you will make them into converts? Or...will you give them that same old stuff that does nothing but placates them and sends them home feeling good but with no purpose, change or hope for the future?

I believe there is a time coming that God has orchestrated to shine His glory on the world through His church. He is calling us now to begin to search out his Word. He is demanding that we stop church as usual and get prepared for the coming harvest. 

I know that has been preached for years, but the time of the end is closer than ever. Can we afford to take the chance of "business as usual" any longer? Isn’t now the time to get ready to step up to the plate as leaders and the church to do the real work of the Lord?
Our people, our church family, are counting on us to prepare them for the coming days. We must teach them faith. We must reorganize our priorities. We must deal with the real issues of "supply and demand." The "demand" upon the church in these days of world-wide chaos is for answers. God is requiring us to "supply" those answers by giving the world the only true and living resource...Jesus Christ.

The tide is turning. More and more people are looking for help. They are seeking answers. Their 401K accounts have been drastically reduced to the point many are seeking jobs that aren't there. What they put their trust into, Wall Street, retirement accounts, employers and the government have failed them. 

Many are fearful, have lost all their hope and don't know where to turn. Many will come seeking, but will they find what they need in your church...with your congregation? If not...we will lose them forever. For at the end of this time...there will be no second chances. Will you be ready?

