The Gift Within

I"m riding on a small American Eagle flight to Chihuahua Mexico. It seems like I've spent a lot of time in airplanes lately. As I'm sitting in my seat listening to my iPod, God begins to speak to me. The music I'm listening to is from a friend of mine Johnny Lowrance. He is a song writer, has produced several albums along with his wife Brenda and daughter Leah. He has written several songs that have been published and sung by various Gospel groups. 

Sitting there, one very special song began to play. The title was "God Made You For Me." The song was special as it had been written by my friend for my daughter's wedding. John and Brenda had sung it for the first time at our daughter's wedding. As the song played, tears began to stream down my face. As they sung the words, fond memories rose within me of that day that our daughter Kristin married her one and only boyfriend, Matt Wnorowski.

I guess it was partly the memories of that day that touched me, but it was also something else. My friend had written a special song just for us. He had used his gifts and talents to not only write songs for the professional artists, he had written a song for a friend...simply out of love.

As I thought of his act of love and kindness, a revelation came from God. You see, to see this man on the street you wouldn't know him from any other man on the street. He had no distinguishing marks or signs that he possessed all this special talent. To everyone who saw him, he would just be another man, perhaps striving to survive just like the rest of us. Yet within him lay this God given ability; this gift by which he could bless others. 

He was able to use what God gave him and touch someone else's life. And it flowed from him naturally, no effort, no struggle. It just came forth when he released it to the Lord. As I continued listening to the other songs on their album, I began thinking how many other people have hidden talents just waiting to be released?

I wondered what would happen in the body of Christ if each one of us would just open up to someone else and give them a taste of what's inside them. Perhaps they have a very special gift of cooking. Maybe there's another in our body who could counsel, sing, work in the nursery, visit the sick and who knows what else. 

Imagine if they all began to move into the release of their giftings what it would do to the church...not to mention the world. Needs would be met in ways we've never conceived. People would receive ministry and you as the pastor wouldn't even be involved; carrying the weight of ministry on just your shoulders. Imagine that!

By now you're probably wondering what the point of this article is about? I wish I could tell you it's simply this or that, but it's a lot more complicated. You see, in order to discover the gifts in others you must first discover your own. Perhaps you don't have the ability to write a hit song, or sing a melody that ministers deeply to others. But I can assure you God has given you the exact talent and gifting you need to accomplish your purpose for Him.

If God has called you to His five-fold ministry, I can tell you He gave you gifts penitent to your calling. Gifts that will touch others and not necessarily through your preaching. I know one man that can't preach worth a darn, but God's presence fills any place he shows up. Wow! How would you like that to happen to you?

It can...you just gotta find out what makes God show up in your life and ministry. What gift has he given you that when you operate in it He shows up? So many times we forget that we are gifted by Him because of the every day drudgery of ministry. It takes its toll on us and we fall into the practice of survival. 

We work the ministry instead of letting the ministry work for us. We've stopped looking for the talents of others who could put their hand to the plow with us. We've succumbed to the mentality that we hope none of the faithful gifts quit on us. Most of our efforts have become methods of keeping alive what seems to be working...and God forbid we should venture past that point of comfortablity. We tell ourselves the cost is too high to mess with what's working.

I wish I could let you hear the album of the Lowrances. Oh, it probably won't have the same meaning to you as me, but you would be able to appreciate the beauty, the heart and the professionalism in their albums. They've spend time honing their craft and gifts. They invested hard earned money of their own to produce those albums just to minister to others. 

I know you're probably thinking they did it for financial gain. And...you're probably right to a degree. Song writing and singing is how they made their livelihood. But when you hear their songs, listen to the words, you'll know that this music has come out of personal experiences, hurts, tough times and some great victories. And the only way they could tell others was through their gift of music.

Pastor, what gift has God given you that you too may tell of your hurts and victories? Is there some way you could use what you've been given to open the treasure chest of someone else's gift from God? If you could do that, I would think the reward for both you and them would be the most awesome thing you've ever experienced.

Will it be hard to do...especially after all these years of struggle? Of course it will. But it will be worth it. Because as you do it once and see the results...you'll want it to flow again...and then again and again and again. When that happens, ministry will be vital again in your life. And you'll be flowing in the "song you were meant to sing." 

"But I told you I don't sing!" 

My brother, my sister, it's not a song, it's the song of your life, offered to others through the gift you have and the gift you are to be to others. Please...start singing your song today!
.

