What's Your Perspective?

One of the things that I've had to relearn in the ministry is how I see things. We all have the ability to perceive things as we see them. But in the ministry I have learned the way we see things are not always the way they are. Let me explain this concept a little for you.

Having been blessed by God with a prophetic ministry, often God allows me to be His vessel to speak to one of His children. On several occasions, what God said to an individual, was not how I had perceived that person. There was a big difference in what I saw about that person and what God saw. 

On more than one occasion, I saw someone who was weak, uncommitted and seemed to lack talents of any kind. Then God would would call that person out and speak of things in their life that for the "life of me" I couldn't see. In one way it was shocking to my system of "sizing up" someone. Then one day, God began to open up my eyes.

I must admit, I'm still working on this concept of seeing people the way God sees them. Many times I still see their lack of commitment, laziness, irresponsibility and various other "defects" as I try to judge their usefulness to God. I know! I know. I'm not suppose to judge...but let's face it...we all do.

Each of us, especially those in leadership positions, make judgments everyday of our ministry. We judge if this person can do this job, or that person will fulfill their responsibilities. This process goes on and on for as long as the ministry has need of people taking responsibilities. Even though we know that negative judging is wrong, we still need to make judgments that affect our ministries.

But in this article, I want to go past the everyday judgments you and I make about people. I want to spend time in this article helping you, and me, open our eyes up to the potential that might be hiding just under the surface which we see with our natural eyes. Let me give you an example. 

There was a woman in our church who for the most part seemed withdrawn, disconnected and perhaps even disinterested. She would come to church, sit in the same seat, never volunteering to join a ministry, a work crew or become part of a special project. It seemed that life was a huge weight on her. Her husband had left her and she was left with the process of survival. I will say that this women tried to attend as many services and special event events as she could. But with all the pressures of life she endured, or at least seemed to, making all the services didn't seem possible.  She was just not part of that twenty percent of our people that do eighty percent of the work.

Then one day, for whatever reason, someone had the courage to ask her if she cooked. "A little." she replied. Then that person asked her if she would cook something for someone who was in need. She said she would. 

Let me tell you, when she brought that dish to the church, and we in the office saw what she did, we were blown away. It was not only beautiful it was huge. And the reports from the family that received her "gift" said it was absolutely delicious. Once her gift was discovered, the natural progression was she was asked to cook for more occasions. 

It wasn't long before she became the favorite "cook" at church picnics. We began to ask her to cook for those suffering loss, those in need of a "pick-me-up" and any other reason we could have a taste of her cooking. And as this continued to grow, she became a new person. 

The weights and sorrows she seemed to always carry around, seemed not so severe any more. And as she came out of her shell, an amazing thing began to happen. We discovered she had many other talents. She had the gift of photography. She would capture some of the most beautiful landscapes, animals and pictures of anyone it the church. And all it took was for someone to ask her to open up and share her. 

I must tell you, she was the beginning of opening my eyes to the "God Potential" in each of us. It is easy for God to give a prophecy through one of His servants that don't line up with what we see in the natural. He sees the potential of an untapped life, just waiting for someone to open the lid and let it out. 

I think that is probably one of the most important responsibilities we as the five-fold ministry have. We must learn to look beyond the natural...and into the spirit of man. We must look for the hidden treasures that lurk just under the surface of a human life...waiting for someone to discover them. We must begin to seek people not for what they are today...but what they could become tomorrow if only we would knock on the door that hides the treasure of who they really are capable of being.

I wonder what would happen to your church, my church or our ministries; if every day we went on a treasure hunt. A hunt to discover the hidden talents, treasures and gifts that God has placed within our lives. Perhaps if we did that faithfully, we would never have to pray, "God...send someone to help me do this, accomplish that or fill the void that our church so desperately needs.”  Start hunting today!
