Who Comes To Your Church?

It seems I write a lot of articles for our website on airplanes. I'm again on an airplane on my way to Paris, France. As I look around the plane, my attention is drawn to the diverse group of people that made up the passengers. From little children to old people; black, white, Indian, Oriental to various other nationalities, the plane is full of every kind of people you could imagine.

As I gaze upon these various people groups I begin to think what kind of people attend our churches. Oh, I know you may have some black families, white families, Hispanic families, but I'm not talking about the nationalities, races or cultures that attend our churches. I'm talking about the spiritual level of the people that attend; the different degrees of people who call your church their home. So in this article I thought I'd explore some of the levels of people that might make up your congregation. 

Let me begin by stating that there is an old adage in business that holds true within the church. The adage says this. "Twenty percent of the people do eighty percent of the work." I think if you've been in the ministry for any length of time, you'll agree with that statement. I know in my church there is a core of people who can always be depended upon...no matter what. 

They are there when you call for prayer, special services or a work day. They are the ones that support your church with their time, talents and treasures. And they are the group, the twenty percent that do eighty percent of all that work that gets done within the church. So we'll call this group the "workers."

The next group you'll find within your church is what I'm going to call the "regulars." This group shows up to most stuff but not everything. They'll be there for some of the special services, perhaps a few of the many work days, and will give offerings whenever they're in attendance. But when they're not there, you won't see their offerings; most of the time they never tell you they’ll be out. These folks are needed by the church as they help take some of the load off the core.

The next group of people that will attend your church we'll call the "attendees."  These are the folks that show up when it's convenient. They'll be there for anything that benefits their station in life. If they need a healing, they will be there for any healing service you have. But you can't count on them for any prayer nights or worship nights.

Then we have the "SO" group. These are the "Sunday Only" group. You'll see them on Sunday mornings only. Once in a while you might see them at a special service, but that's very rare. Their full commitment to the church is Sunday morning only. They may or may not tithe or give to support the church.
The one that I find most interesting is the "watchers." You never know when this group will show up. You might see them three Sunday's in a row...then not see them again for months. I know you're wondering why I call them the watchers. Simply because they come, watch and go home...never engaging into the life of the church. They are the non-committed, no verbal people of the church.
We also have the "CEO's" of the church. These are the ones that show up "Christmas and Easter Only."  The only other time you see them is for a funeral or wedding of someone they consider friend. 

Along with these classifications, we have a few sub groups to add to the mix. We have the "complainers." I'm sure I don't have to explain this group to most of you. They are never satisfied no matter what. The building is too hot or cold. The preacher preaches too long or to short. They never like what the church is doing...or how it's doing it. In fact, they're not even sure if they like themselves.

Then there's the sub-group that doesn't actually complain, but they transmit to you a feeling that you're not doing something right. You know who they are. They're the ones shaking their heads as you preach. They're the ones who page through the Bible after you've made a point or statement in your sermon. They're the ones you constantly watch during your message to see if they approve or not.

I could go on and on about all the cultures, groups and sub-groups that make up our churches. But that's not the real purpose of this article. The bottom line is that every one of these groups considers your church their church. It's their home and you're expected to minister to them and their needs. 

As the pastor, you're responsible to teach them, guide them and help them to grow into whatever it is that God has for them…no matter what category they fall. And you're to do it without judging, griping, condemning, laughing or any other response that could damage them or the plan that God has for them. You're to do whatever it takes to move them to higher levels all the time...regardless of the walls, boundaries and limits they have erected.

You see, your church is their church. So your responsibility is to make them part of the family in hopes that one day they too might join that core group. You're to mentor them, work with them, sallow your pride, anger, feelings of hopelessness and despair as you lead them toward the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus.

