Wishful Thinking

I have often thought of things that I wish I could have if it was possible. I can remember as a child thinking what would I wish for if I could only have one wish? The obvious answer was I'd wish for one hundred more wishes. Then the second wish would be that when I reached ninety-nine, I would wish for another hundred more.  Of course I never even got the first wish so never had the possibility of the first hundred more.

Now being in the ministry for over thirty-three years, I find myself thinking again of what I would wish for if given the opportunity. My list would probably start out with wishing that more souls would have been won for the kingdom. I'd follow that up with more time for personal interaction with family, friends and congregational members. And who wouldn't wish for more money so you could have more outreaches, programs, mission endeavors, new buildings, better facilities and equipment...the list goes on and on.

But in reality, though we may say, "awe, that just wishful thinking!" in fact it is a truth and foundation of the Gospel itself. You see "wishful thinking" actually promotes "hope" with a believer. And the Bible says that “hope is the anchor of the soul.” Imagine that!  “Wishful thinking” actually produces something God can use to bring something from what seems only a wish into a reality.

So what is this "hope" that becomes the anchor of the soul? Simply put, it's the ingredient needed by faith to produce a desired result. Our faith needs something for which it can hold on to and work to achieve. Thus hope becomes the target needed by faith in order to work. 

Hope (wishful thinking) is that "arrow" that shoots out into the future that gives faith its target. Now faith has a destination on which to concentrate its efforts to achieve. And you thought all that wishful thinking and day-dreaming was just a wasted of time. Faith and hope working as partners now bring about those things that you would like to see manifested within your life and ministry.

Hebrews says, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."  In other words, we've been given permission to dream, to wish and hope for things that line up with the Word of God. We can actually create a "wish-list" of things we want to release our faith upon.  Based on the premise that we have permission to wish for things from God, twe must also define the boundaries of which that "wish-list" can be established.

First and foremost, any wish-list we create must align itself with the Word of God. The list can't be a list of “self-indulging, self-serving desires and wants” that feed the carnal man. The wish-list must be about the things that are important to God. 

I would imagine that God would rejoice if our list included things like new facilities to engage in more ministries. I'm sure He would give his approval for things like, more salvations, more training programs that make disciples, larger attendance at our church services....all those things that expand His kingdom here on earth. 

Then as we create the "wish-list" and allow our faith to work on it, He begins the process of assembling all the elements to bring it to reality. I also believe, based on what I've read in His Word, that he also adds some “by-products” that happen for our benefit as we're seeking the benefits of our "wish-lists" for others. 

I really believe that "wish-lists" are visions/dreams in disguise. They are seeds planted within our spirit, to be brought forth in our natural man's mind, at the appropriate time by God. They produce a pathway of direction that leads us to the destiny God has planned for us all along. I'm sure God is not content that we wander along in life without goals, living a "life of comfort" at the same level year after year.

I know I constantly pray for more people, more offerings, more ministry, more outreaches. They are on my daily "wish-list" and prayer agenda. Why? Because God is a God of advancement...never stagnation or retreat. And I'm sure He wants His children with the same vision of moving forward all the time. 

Just think, if you were God, would you be happy if your church was content just to stay at the same level of ministry year after year? Of course you wouldn't. So what are we to do?

Dream! Wish! Catch a vision and begin wishing and dreaming it into reality. See more people coming to your church. Preach like there are two thousand people in your church and then run your church with an excellence that shows you believe it. Take time just to think and dream, then create a "wish-list" that God can see...and you can work on. "Faith without works is dead."

I hope as you've read this article something inside you is stirred. I pray that what you once thought was time wasted, now becomes the possibility of a new beginning; a hope for the future for you and your ministry. I believe that today, you could give yourself permission to take time to sit and dream...then create a written "wish-list" that could be the start (hope) of a new adventure with God.

Years ago I dreamed for a new facility that would house our youth ministries, provide a fellowship hall for our families, and have a stage where we could produce our dramas without having to rearrange our sanctuary. We had no money, just a wish, a prayer and a dream. Today, we are in the process of finishing a 22,250 sq ft building with everything in it that started on that little wish-list. 

And if God will do that for me, he'll do it for you. So...dream BIG!

