The Church In Turmoil
This last year has been an interesting year...this year of 2011. I've been in the ministry now for over thirty-two years. In all those years, I've never seen the turmoil I'm witnessing this year. It's seems our church families, thus our church, has seen more highs and lows than ever before. We seem to be experiencing more extremes that ever before. And these extremes do not seem to be limited to one area, one type of situation or a specific group of people. 
We know the economy has tanked and that alone has put many families into a turmoil they've never experience before. But there's more than just financial turmoil going on. It seems that there is a turmoil going on in families, in relationships, on their jobs and yes, even in the church. Although it may be that the church was the last to experience it, it has finally arrived at our doorstep. 
For our church we've seen a restlessness in so many of our people. It's not that they're unhappy with our church; it's just that they can't seem to find the path on which God has for them to walk. There is instability in so many areas of their lives. Many are restless on their jobs. Their families have been attacked and caused an unsettlement within their homes. Some have lost their jobs, others temporary laid-off, some hours cut and some salaries reduced. 
Many have told me of the extremes they're experiencing. Spouse's personalities changed from day to day. Kids doing things they never did before. Employers making demands upon them unlike anything in their history with that company and boss before. And as all these things happen to our people, they bring the results of those things into the church. Now the church is experiencing extremes in the unity of the faith, the faithfulness of giving, the lack of commitment and the faithfulness of its members...and we’re wondering why?
The why is that the church is its people. When they are in a crisis, it affects church life. When church life is affected, the place where members come to get peace, can't offer that peace as it should because the church itself is in turmoil. That's because many affected families who used to minister to the affected are now in a crisis themselves. Because of that, the church sees lost commitments to ministries; a loss of faithfulness to the responsibilities the leaders once agreed upon. 
Many churches are seeing the foundation of leadership shrinking, the financial support base dwindling, and the need to reduce staff, programs and ministries a mandate. All in all church life, its operations and its ministries, are changing. Volunteers are getting harder and harder to get for those special projects. Offerings are up one week down the next. Budgets are coming up short as are the resources of people for the ministries of the church.
The most amazing thing however is that the church isn't really being reduced in size. For our church, our attendance is about the same size as it was a year or two ago. We're not really growing numerically, but we're not shrinking either. We lose a few people from time to time, but others come and replace them. That's the normal cycle of church life. But what is happening is these extremes happen without warning and for no good reason. Our attendance can remain the same for four weeks in a row, but the offerings can go from one extreme to another. Even figuring the cycles of pay that our families have, there's no reason for the extremes from week to week.
One week we'll have a choir rehearsal and twenty people will show up. The next week they'll have five at the rehearsal. Leaders will ask to be released from their commitments, and then expect their ministry to go on as if they were still in charge. Families who have been steadfast to each other...and their church...all of a sudden are in a crisis with no rhyme or reason for the crisis. It's seems that the church has entered, although delayed, what the world is experiencing in its extremes. From toppled governments to worldwide financial crisis, something is taking place throughout the world that's more than just coincidence. 
"So what's the purpose of this article?" you might be asking.  Here’s the answer. Although the world, and even the church, may be experiencing great "extremes," our mission and objective hasn't changed. God never said we'd have all the resources, people and finances we'd like...or even need...to get the mission accomplished. What He did say is; "go into all the world making disciples, casting out demons, healing the sick and teaching them to know me." 
That hasn't changed. It may be harder to do now with limited resources, funds and volunteers...but that's still our assignment. We are still commanded to "go tell the world" about Jesus and His saving grace. We are still commanded to work, even in the "extreme" situations we may find ourselves, our people and our churches. I'm sure these extremes we are all experiencing are signs of the times...and the soon return of our Lord. But we can't just sit back and try to ride them out. We must, and I repeat, "Must" go and tell His story to as many as will listen; for extreme times require extreme measures. And those extreme measures are faithfulness, commitment and fellowship with each other, our Lord and the assignment given us before all these "extremes" began. 
Let’s make 2012 our year of turn-around. Reach out with whatever resources you have and watch God do His thing through your efforts.
