What's New
How many times have you heard that statement? You meet someone you haven't seen for a while and the first thing they say to you is; "what's new?" You go to a conference and start fellowshipping with other ministers and that same question will eventually arise. I think many times that question is asked just so they can tell you "what's new" in their lives. 
But there is a truth to those words for you as a pastor, evangelist or minister of God. So let me ask you, "What's new?" 
I know you're thinking; "what's he trying to be a smart alec?" No, I'm not. I'm trying to ask you what's new, what's fresh, what's God doing in your life? I'm asking you "what's different" in you than the last time I saw you?
What I've discovered over the years is that ministry is not a continual "high." We don't go from one glorious event to the next one. I know the Bible tells us we go from glory to glory, but that sure hasn't been my experience in the ministry. What I've found is that you go for weeks, months, and yes, years between those glorious mountaintop experiences. For the most part, ministry is an uneventful, daily grind that requires you to give everything just to stay on track...headed for some destination. And that is why the question, "what's new" is so important to you.
As I've served God I've noticed that He does have preordained victories, highs, and yes, those glorious moments when all heaven opens up for us. But those are few and far between. I can remember when I first entered the ministry, someone told me about seeing angels. I immediately asked God to show me some. I've been waiting for 35 years now and to the best of my knowledge, I haven't seen one yet. What I have seen is the “work” of the ministry…day in and day out. 
Of course there have been high times, ordained by God to bring some relief from the burdens of ministry. Yes, in between those times He's done things to bless me, astound me, comfort me and even surprise me. But as a whole, one day has gone into the next with the same old, same old daily grind. People get married, get sad, have fights, leave the church, come back to the church, need prayer, get upset with me, get happy again, and...You get the picture. 
Knowing that these routines are mostly likely going to be the typical day (week, month or year) in the ministry, I must find something that brings a sense of newness to me on a regular basis. If I don't the chances of discouragement, despair and the possibility of leaving the ministry increase exponentially. I must have something on a regular basis that stimulates me, and keeps the excitement of my calling alive as the duties of ministry try to drain life from me. I must find a place where life is good in spite of all the problems surrounding me. 
Here's what I have found to be that "what's new" in my life. First I've discovered that the more I surrender to God, the more He reveals stuff to me. It's amazing when you open up your Bible and begin to discover answers to questions you've wondered about for years. I can't tell you the times lately where God has shown me something in His Word just for my edification. It wasn't something to be made into a sermon, or shared with other ministers to show how "spiritual" I've become. It was just for me.
Do you have any idea how "new" you feel when that happens? It's like a whole new world has been opened to you. You enter a place you've never been before with God. Scriptures that you've read for years suddenly connect with scriptures you didn't think related to each other. It is an awesome experience and happens on a much more frequent basis that the "glory to glory" stuff. And who knew, all it took was surrender a little more of yourself to God every day or week and "all these things shall be added to you..."
The second thing I've found is that the church will not fall apart if I take a day or two off. In fact, it won't fall apart if I take a week's vacation. I've discovered I'm not as important as I thought I was in the scope of God's church. Every one's life is not dependent on me and my anointing. I'm not the "god" of the church; I'm only a vessel of the "God" of the church.  So relax, take the time off when you need it…and when you don't…so you won’t get to the point where you have too. It will make the difference in "what's new" in your life.
Finally, enjoy your life...and your ministry. Ministry can be so hard if you allow it to be.  Ministry has a way of depleting your resources and your reserves. So...take some time with the family. Do things that produce enjoyment and joy. Stop and smell the flowers, the coffee, the donuts and the dog. Put your family before your ministry and watch how good ministry becomes. Yes, you heard me right. "Put your family before your ministry." If you can't share in your family's special events, you'll never share the fullness of your ministry's events. 
When you and your family are together (if any two of you agree) and you're balancing your time with your family, ministry and life itself, then you will constantly have something to report when asked; "What's new?"
